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First Congregational Church 
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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome! 

 
An Open & Affirming and Racial Justice United Church of Christ Congregation 

Gathered in 1829  



 

ORDER OF SERVICE FOR DIVINE WORSHIP 

November 3, 2024 

SILENT PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

For all that has been, thanks! 
For all that will be, YES!  -Dag Hammarskjold, Markings 

PRELUDE MUSIC    

WORDS OF WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVITATION TO SHARE JOYS AND CONCERNS 

BRINGING FORTH THE LIGHT OF CHRIST  

A TIME OF SILENCE TO CENTER OURSELVES 

* CALL TO WORSHIP   Psalm 100   

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands!  
Serve the Lord with gladness!  
Come into God's presence with singing!  
Know that the Lord is God!  
It is he that made us, and we are his; 
We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!  
Give thanks to him, bless his name!  
For the Lord is good;  
his steadfast love endures for ever,  
and his faithfulness to all generations.        

*HYMN “We Plow The Fields and Scatter”

 



 

 

 



 

A LITANY OF THANKSGIVING 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God,  
    Whose love is everlasting.  
For the good world; for things breathtakingly beautiful and awe-inspiring; 
for the pulse of live and a universe woven as a magnificent tapestry;   
    We thank you, Gracious God. 
For human life; for talking and moving and thinking together; for common 
hopes and hardships shared from birth until our dying; 
    We thank you with all our hearts. 
 For work to do and strength to work; for the companionship of labor; for 
exchanges of good humor and encouragement;  
    We thank you with all our hearts. 
For marriage; for the mystery and joy of flesh made one; for mutual 
forgiveness and burdens shared; for secrets kept in love; 
    We thank you with all our hearts. 
For family; for living together and eating together; for family memories and 
pleasures;  
    We thank you, God. 
For children; for their energy and curiosity; for their sudden sympathies 
and sudden insights;  
    We thank you, God. 
For the young; for their high hopes; for their search for meaning and their 
passion;  
    We thank you, God. 
For growing up and growing old; for wisdom deepened by experience; for 
rest in leisure; and for time made precious by its passing;  
    We give you our deepest thanks! 
For your help in times of doubt and heaviness of heart; for healing our 
diseases; for preserving us in temptation and through danger;  
    Our hearts reach out to you in gratitude! 
For this church into which we have been called and our own congregation; 
for the good news we receive by Word and Sacrament; for our life together 
in the Lord;  
    Thank you, Lord. 
For your Holy Spirit, who guides our steps and brings us gifts of faith and 
love; that prays within us and prompts our grateful worship; 



 

    We give you our thanks and praise. 
We thank you for the gift of radical hope; even in very dangerous and 
threatening times, for the mercy of tenderness and loving-kindness, and for 
joy and laughter that lifts our hearts and brings us new life;  
    Our songs arise to call you blessed!  
Give thanks, for God is very good,  
    And God’s love is everlasting.  Amen. 

*PEACE  Philippians 4:6-7 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds forever.  May the peace of God be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us greet one another with the peace that passes all understanding. 

EPISTLE READING  PSALM 15 and 34 Stephen Mitchell, ed. 

MEDITATION “Giving Thanks in Real Time” Rev. Dr. Nancy DeVries 

*HYMN  “We Praise You, O God”   420 NCH 

1 We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator; 
in grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 
We lay it before you, we kneel and adore you; 
we bless your holy name, glad praises we sing. 

2 We worship you, God of our mothers and fathers; 
through life's storm and tempest our guide you have been. 
When perils o'ertake us, you never forsake us, 
and with your help, O Lord, in life's struggles we win. 

3 With voices united our praises we offer, 
and gladly our song of thanksgiving we raise. 
Our sins now confessing, we pray for your blessing; 
to you, our great Redeemer, forever be praise! 

MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP 



 

THE GIVING OF OUR GIFTS 

Invitation…Offering…Offertory  

*DOXOLOGY   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Let songs rise up from earth below 
Let stars and galaxies enthrone 
Creator, Christ and Spirit, One.   

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

When you say to us “Seek my face,” let our hearts and lives 
respond, “Your face, Lord, do I seek.”  Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Please follow along in your bulletin insert. 

All are welcome at our Table.  We always use Gluten Free Bread and grape juice. 

*HYMN “Now Thank We All Our God”  419 NCH 

1 Now thank we all our God 
with heart and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things has done, 
in whom this world rejoices, 
Who, from our parents' arms, 
has blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, 
and still is ours today. 

2 O may this bounteous God 
through all our life be near us, 
With ever joyful hearts 
and blessed peace to cheer us, 
And keep us still in grace, 
and guide us when perplexed, 



 

And free us from all ills 
in this world and the next. 

3 All praise and thanks to God 
our Maker now be given, 
To Christ, and Spirit, too, 
our help in highest heaven, 
The one eternal God, 
whom earth and heaven adore. 
For thus it was, is now, 
and shall be evermore. 

*CLOSING CIRCLE & COMMISSIONING 
Go into the world to serve God with gladness;  
be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good;  
render to no one evil for evil;  
strengthen the faint-hearted;  
support the weak; help the afflicted;  
honor all people; love and serve God,  
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

*SUNG RESPONSE “ALLELUIA”  #765 NCH  

*BLESSING 

POSTLUDE 

* Please stand if you are able 

 
************************** 

 
  



 

Thank you, Rev. Dr. Nancy DeVries, for leading worship today and 
assisting us during this time of transition.  
 

“Small group sessions with Paul Nickerson of “Nickerson 
Coaching – Congregations Moving Forward” 

On Saturday, November 16th we will be holding small group meetings at 
the Church. Everyone is encouraged to attend. Up to 5 people per time slot 
per hour starting at 9:00 AM. Please sign up online using Doodle 
program. We will also have sign-up sheets at church Sunday, Nov. 3rd, and 
10th. 

Upcoming Events and Meetings This Week 

Sunday, November 3 10:00 am –Worship in person & on zoom 
11:15 am – Coffee Hour 

Tuesday, Nov. 5 2:30 pm – Deacon’s Meeting 

Wednesday, Nov. 6 2:00 pm – Choir Practice  

Thursday, Nov. 7 Wilmot Ladies Aid 

 6 pm – AA meeting in Fellowship Hall  

Sunday, Nov. 10 10:00 am –Worship in person & on zoom 
 11:15 am – Coffee Hour 
 
Acknowledgement: Our worship service takes place on N’dakinna, the 
traditional ancestral homeland of the Abenaki, Penacook and Wabanaki 
Peoples past and present. We acknowledge and honor with gratitude the land 
and waterways and the people who have stewarded N’dakinna throughout the 
generations. 

Staff and Leadership 

Ministers  Members and Friends of the Congregation 
Music Director  Donna Reade 
Moderator  Charlie Foss 
Clerk  Bob Evans 
Religious Education Director  Nancy Allenby 
Deacon of the Month  Marie MacDonald 



 

Music Attributions 
 
"Count Your Blessings".  Arrangement by Shelton Ridge Love, ©2021 Lorenz 
Publishing Co.  All rights reserved. 
Doxology Words by Rev David W. Romig, permission to use granted by the family. 
"For Each Day of Life We Thank You".  Harmonization by Carlton R. Young, © 1964 
The United Methodist Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
"The Gifts We Bring".  Music by David Paxton,  © 2014 Lorenz Publishing Co.  All rights 
reserved. 
"Give Thanks".  Music by Henry Smith, © 1978 Integrity's Hosanna! Music.  All rights 
reserved. 
"I Come with Joy".  Music by Austin Lovelace, ©1977 by Hope Publishing Co.  All rights 
reserved. 
"My Gift to You".  Music by Jane Wood, © 2010 Lorenz Publishing Co.  All rights 
reserved. 
"Take My Gifts".  Music by Colin Gibson, @ 1972 by Hope Publishing Co.  All rights 
reserved. 
 
Reprinted / Podcast / Streamed with Permission under One License #A-742000 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Congregational Church of Wilmot 
P.O. Box 204, Wilmot 03287 (Located at 19 N. Wilmot Road 

603) 526-7715  www.wilmotucc.org 

http://www.wilmotucc.org/

